
What is CEDAW?
The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(“CEDAW”) is the most detailed international treaty on women’s human rights and is
often described as an international bill of rights for women. It was adopted on 18
December 1979 during the 34th session of the UN General Assembly.

An Optional Protocol to CEDAW was adopted in 1999. This creates an individual
complaints procedure which allows individuals from states party to CEDAW to lodge
a complaint directly with the Committee on Elimination of Discrimination against
Women. The Committee will examine submissions and evidence from the individual
and the state to determine whether there has been a violation of CEDAW.

The Royal Government of Cambodia (“RGC”) ratified CEDAW in 1992, and ratified the
Optional Protocol to CEDAW in 2010.

CEDAW defines “discrimination against women” as any "distinction, exclusion or
restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect or purpose of
impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women,

irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social,

cultural, civil or any other field."

Adopt appropriate legislative and other measures prohibiting discrimination against
women;

Ensure effective protection of women against any act of discrimination;

Refrain from any act or practice of discrimination against women;

Take all appropriate measures, including temporary measures to accelerate equality in
practice between men and women, to eliminate discrimination against women by any
person, organization or enterprise;

Take all appropriate measures to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs
and practices which constitute discrimination against women.

CEDAW requires state parties to: 

State parties must take all appropriate measures to ensure equality
with men and non-discrimination against women in a number
of areas: 

Rights to access to
health care services,

including those related
to family planning.

Rights to participate
fully in political and

public life – this includes
the right to vote, to hold

public office and
represent their country

at the international level.

Rights of women in rural
areas – states should take
into account and address
the particular problems
faced by such women.

Rights to freely choose a
spouse and marry only

with free and full consent,
and property rights within

a marriage.

The right to equality
before the law and to hold

and exercise full legal
capacity in civil matters.

Rights to acquire,
change or retain their

nationality – in
particular, a woman’s
marital status should

not affect her
nationality.

Rights to access to
education, career

guidance, and
employment

opportunities.

The Review Process

State parties are obliged to submit regular reports to the Committee
every 4 years
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Report drafted by state party for
the Committee on how CEDAW
rights have been implemented
since the previous review cycle.

NGOs can submit
country shadow
reports to the
Committee, which
supplement and/or
present alternative
information to the
report of the state
party.

List of issues and
questions arising
from state and
NGO reports is
formulated by a
pre-sessional
working group
composed of five
members of the
Committee, and
submitted to the
state party.

The state party replies
to the list of issues
and questions. NGOs
submit updated
shadow reports.

Dialogue between
Committee and
representatives of the
state party to review
implementation of
CEDAW.

The Committee
adopts concluding
observations on the
progress and
setbacks in the
implementation of
CEDAW, and offers
recommendations.

The state party is
requested to follow-up
on particular 
recommendations
identified by the
Committee.
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