
The Universa l Periodic R eview  is  conducted by the UP R  W orking Group tha t is  composed by
a ll UN member S ta tes  a nd cha ired by the H uma n R ights  Council president. 

  
The review  is  ba sed on informa tion provided in the three ma in documents : 

  

T H E REV IEW  PROCESS
 

The Universa l P eriodic R eview  (UP R ) is  a  United Na tions  (UN) mecha nism
tha t  opera tes  by review ing ea ch UN Member S ta tes ' a dherence to its
huma n right obliga tions. 

 

T H E UPR IN  CA M BODIA
 

The process  ta kes  pla ce in ea ch country every  5 yea rs  on a  cyclica l ba s is .
 

During the UP R , UN Member S ta tes  give recommenda tions  on how  the S ta te
under review  could improve huma n rights . 

 

OH CH R  summa rizes  repor ts  submitted by civil society orga niza tions  a nd na tiona l
huma n rights  institutions  into the S ta keholders  summa ry.

 Submissions from CSOs typically focus on a pa r ticula r thema tic a rea . Organizations may also wish to
colla bora te with other CSOs to create a joint report, demonstrating a united voice of civil society on the

international arena. 
 

During the UP R , the S ta te under review  a lso  presents  its  na tiona l repor t,
expla ins  & highlight the current huma n rights  s itua tion a nd a ctions  underta ken to
implement recommenda tions  received in the la st report.

 
Other UN Member S ta tes  ma ke recommenda tions  on how  the S ta te under review  could
improve huma n rights .

 

T H E UN IV ERSA L PERIODIC REV IEW
 

suppor t the recommenda tions  received, tha t is , to ma ke a  politica l commitment to
implement tha t recommenda tion before the next review ; or, note the recommenda tions
received.

 

January 2019
 

1st Cycle
 

2nd Cycle
 

3rd Cycle
 December 2009 

 
February 2014
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The compila tion of UN informa tion,
prepa red by the UN  Office of the H igh
Commiss ioner for H uma n
R ights   (OH CH R )  conta ins  informa tion from
va rious  UN a gencies , specia l procedures
a nd trea ty bodies  a bout recent
development in the huma n rights  s itua tion
of the sta te under review.  

 

1
  The S ta te under review,  expla ins

a ccomplishments  a nd cha llenges  fa ced in
implementing recommenda tions  s ince the
previous  review  in its  na tiona l report. 

 
The State is encouraged to consult with national
bodies and CSOs when it is compiling its own report.
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5 
 yea rs

 

Once the review  process  is  finished, the S ta te concerned ca n:
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CIV IL  SOCIET Y  PA RT ICIPA T ION
 T he UP R  process  provides  for the pa r ticipa tion of a ll releva nt sta keholders :

 
A ny civil society a ctors
Non- governmenta l orga niza tions  (NGOs)
Na tiona l huma n rights  institutions  (NH R Is)

 H uma n rights  defenders
 Loca l a ssocia tions

  

 
 
Gra ss  root orga niza tions

 Tra de unions  
 Other groups a nd orga niza tions

tha t do not usua lly enga ge w ith the
UN

 

T H E UN IV ERSA L PERIODIC REV IEW
 

Groups a re encoura ged to submit w ritten informa tion for the
sta keholders  report tha t is  to be considered during the review.

 

In their submiss ions, CS Os a re encoura ged to sugge st new
recom menda tions , a nd reitera te previous  ones  w here
releva nt. 

  

A ccr edited S ta keholders  ca n a lso a ttend a nd observe the
UP R  W orking Group. 

 CSOs are not allowed to take the floor during the review but they can be present
in the room. During the adoption of the report of the Working Group at the HRC
plenary session, 20 minutes are allocated to NGOs to make statements.

 
A fter the review, CS Os  ca n a ss ist a nd cooper a te w ith a ll
sta keholders  in the implementa tion of recommenda tions   a s
w ell a s  monitor a nd report on the implementa tion of
supported recommenda tions.

 
W H Y  SHOULD CIV IL

SOCIET Y  PA RT ICIPA T E?
 

Their reports  provide a  bas is  for a dvoca cy  to R ecommending sta tes  in
a dva nce of the intera ctive dia logue;

 

CS Os ca n influence the outcome of the review ;
 

They give their a ssessment of the huma n rights  s itua tion,   in compa rison
w ith the na tiona l report;

 
They a re crucia l in monitoring the implementa tion of the
recommenda tions, thereby increa s ing the impa ct of the UP R  a nd
promoting the a doption of progress ive huma n rights  policies .
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