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WHAT IS THE UPR?

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a United Nations (UN) mechanism to review the
human rights records of all UN Member States. The UPR is a State-driven process,
whereby each State declares what actions they have taken to improve the human rights
situations in their countries and to fulfil their human rights obligations.

Cambodia was reviewed by UPR in January of 2019, where it received 198
recommendations and accepted 173 recommendations at the adoption of its UPR
outcome at the Human Rights Council 41, in July 2019. This is an increase of 6% when
compared to the 2nd cycle.

The below recommendations have been accepted by the Royal Government of
Cambodia (RGC).

Redouble efforts to eradicate discrimination against women in
the legal sphere and put an end to harmful practices and
discriminatory stereotypes of which Cambodian women are 4
victims.

O

AREAS OF PROGRESS

Since receiving the recommendations, the RGC has made progress in the following areas:

e The RGC enacted laws regarding the judiciary and has established a Judicial
Administration Unit that cannot interfere with the affairs of trails.

¢ The Ministry of Justice, in collaboration with the OHCHR, is reviewing three laws
regarding the Organisation of the Judiciary, the Statute of Judges and Prosecutors,
and the Organisation and Functioning of the Supreme Council of the Magistracy.

¢ The RGC launched its strategy for "Growth, Employment, Equity and Efficiency",
recognising the roles and socioeconomic needs of women, and has introduced other
policies regarding gender equality and violence against women.

e The RGC implemented an action plan and policies to prevent violence against children.

THE WAY FORWARD

Despite such progress, it is recommended that the RGC:
e« Continue to review the three laws with OHCHR.
» Continue to promote gender equality and efforts to combat violence against women.
¢ Train and build the capacity of law enforcement officials.

CCHR reminds the RGC of its human rights obligations under the ICCPR and
encourages the RGC to implement all accepted recommendations before the

next UPR cycle. CCHR also urges the RGC to reconsider accepting all
recommendations marked as noted in the fourth cycle.
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